Preclinical evaluation of human hematolymphoid function in the SCID-hu mouse.
Work in the SCID-hu system has progressed significantly over the past 3-4 years. Reliable SCID-hu constructs can now be created for the evaluation of long-term multilineage human hematopoiesis, human immune function, and HIV infection of human hematolymphoid organs in vivo. Given these constructs, a variety of therapeutically important modalities can now be discovered and developed with a relevant in vivo model, prior to the time that they are moved into the clinic. With further progress in this and other preclinical models, useful therapies for important human disease states will hopefully be forthcoming at an even faster pace.